DR.RHOADS CLEARED 


OF PORTO RICO PLOT 


Letter Telling of Giving Cancer 
to Natives Is Declared to 
Have Been Parody. 


| 
INCIDENT HELD CLOSED 


Governor Accepts Findings of Medi- 
cal Association, Health Commis- 
sioner and Attorney General. 


Wireless to THs New YorE Tres. 

SAN JUAN, P. R., Feb. 14.—After 
Attorney General Ramon Quinones 
had reported that his investigation 
had proved unfounded a charge cir- 
culated by nationalists that Dr. Cor- 
nelius P. Rhoads had sought to 
carry out a United States plot for 
the extermination of ¢he Porto Rican 
‘race, Governor James R. Beverly an- 
nounced today that the incident was 
closed. 
Dr. P. Morales Otero, representa- 
itive of the Porto Rico Medical Asso- 
ciation, and Dr. E. Garrido Morales, 
representing the Commissioner of 
Health, supported Senor Quinones’s 
findings after a long review of the 


medical aspects of the charges. 

No evidence was uncovered to sup- 
port a statement contained in an 
unmailed letter written by Dr. 
Rhoads that he had killed eight Porto 
Ricans and transplanted cancer into 
several others or to show the com- 
mission of any crime by Dr. Rhoads, 
the Quinones report said. 

Dr. Rhoads, an associate of the 
‘Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re- 
search who spent six months in the 
study of anemia at the Presbyterian 
Hospital here, had sent from New 
'York the explanation that the letter 
|was “‘a fantastic and playful com- 
position written for my own diver- 
sion and a parody on the supposed 
attitude of some American minds.’’ 

The medical investigators assisting 
in the Quinones investigation re- 

ported that Dr. Rhoads and his fel- 
low-~members of the Rockefeller Com- 
mission had treated 257 patients for 
anemia during their stay here, of 
whom thirteen died. They examined 
the case records of all these before 
joining in the report absolving Dr. 
Rhoads. 

The document written by Dr. 
Rhoads was found after his depar- 
ture by Luigi Baldoni, a young tech- 
nician employed by the research 
workers, who turned it over to Pedro 
Albizu Campos, president of the Na- 
tionalist party. Photostatic copies of 
the letter were widely circulated by 
the Nationalist group as proof of 

their favorite charge that the United 
States is hostile to the Porto Ricans. 
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Associated Press Photo. 
View of the terrace, fountain and underground garage being developed 
on the north side of the Capitol. In the foreground is the reflecting pool | 
for the Capitol dome. The fountain in the background is on top of the 
gavage and is approached by steps which cover the street car subway. 


Ehe New Uork Gimes 


Published: February 15, 1932 
Copyright © The New York Times 


